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JANUARY 2012

Dear Faith Folks,

We can all rejoice, we
made it through the Christ-
mas season and we made it
to 2012. Congratulationstoall

of you and to myself as well. So
what about the coming year?
Twenty twelve is a blank canvas
for each of us that is not yet
painted. We can paintany picture
we want to on it. We can paint a
very pastoral scene with cattle
grazing in the pasture field with
children playing games in the
yard while parents look on lov-
ingly. We can also paint a very
dark and foreboding picture with
dark clouds and lots of rain, and
sad faces. We, of course, can paint
anything in between the happy
pastoral scene and the sad de-
pressing picture.

Some people may say God dic-
tates what each of our pictures for
2012 will look like because he is
in charge. Well, God may be in
charge, but he has given each of
us free will and the freedom to
paint our own picture. God has
given us abilities and gifts to use
as we wish. We have minds that
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are different from anyone else’s,
so we think differently than any-
one else. What one person thinks
isagood idea another person may
think is foolish. We have eyes that
are different than anyone else’s,
so we see things differently than
anyone else. What one person
may consider beautiful another
person may
consider plain.

Our ears
are also unique
to each of us.
One song a
person listens
to may feel in-
spired; an-
other person
may listen to
the same song
and feel it’s
dull and bor-
ing. My point
is that God
wouldn’t have
given us all
these unique
gifts and tal-
ents, then not
expected us to
use them.

So with all of your unique abili-
ties and talents, what type of pic-
ture do you want painted for your
2012 life portrait? Your canvas is
blank. Your paint brush is poised
and dripping with paint. Your
abilities and talents are waiting for
you to put them into action. You
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decide what you want to happen and what you want
to accomplish in the year 2012. My wish for you is;
may all your hearts desires be painted on your can-
vas, and may all your desires be blessed by God.
May one year from now God our Father say to you
“Well done my good and faithful servant”.

Happy Painting,

Pastor Rawufman

Jd Anuary
Birthdays

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:

Jan.10 — Eleanor Huss
Jan.10 — Matthew Utter
Jan.19 — Harold Creswell
Jan.23 — Helen Shearon
Jan.24 — Carol Kaufman
Jan.29 — Michelle Mcintire

Sunday, January 29, 2012
Following services and
potluck luncheon

The meeting will consist of regular business,
approval of the budget for 2012, and approval of
the committee reports for 2011.

One issue will be presented in a survey manner.
The congregation will be asked to give us your opin-
ion on the running of the library for 2012. You
will be asked to select from three choices.

A. Continue as it is without any changes.

B. Change it to an “Honor System” where the
shelves continue to contain all the current selec-
tions, no new materials added except through do-
nation, no checking in or out of books. Use them
as you like and re-shelf them when you're done.

C. Getrid of the library entirely and use the space
for something else.

Think about what you would prefer. We will
follow the selection that gets the most votes.

Other business that may come up in the mean-
time will also be dealt with at this meeting.
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Please remember the
following people
in your prayers this
month:

Requests

Jackie Phillips (friend of
Scott Kaufman)
Friends of David Barboza:
Mrs. Walker
Shawn Walker
Cheryl Chesney Walker
Dorothy Einsel
Peggy Walters
John and Inez Reichard
Eleanor Huss
Helen Shearon

Directory Update

Please update your directories with this new
address change:

Florence Pohlman
39004 Johnnycake Ridge Road
Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094

|y Realers

The worship leaders for
January are:

Matthew Utter
Linda Baker
Mary Anderson
Brian Utter
Roger Reese
Peg Knapp

We don’t have updated information for the Janu-
ary Good Bunch gathering yet. It will be on Tues-
day, January 10, but location is yet to be an-
nounced. Watch the weekly bulletin and the hall-
way bulletin board for reservation sign-up sheet.
Harold and Donna Creswell will be the hosts.

Sign-Up Sheets

The new sign-up sheets for coffee hour, bulletin
sponsorship, and altar flowers have been posted on
the hallway bulletin board.

Offering Envelopes

The offering envelopes for 2012 are on the table
in the entry. If you haven't picked up your box yet,
please stop and find the box with your name onit.
Thank you.

The staff says

Thanks

Thank you to all of the congregation for the end-
of-year gifts that you have given to the staff mem-
bers. They are greatly appreciated.
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What is the United Church of Christ?

It has been brought to our attention that many
of us do not know much about the history of the
United Church of Christ. This is the fourth in a se-
ries of articles that we will publish in the Dialog each

THE STATEMENT OF FAITH*

H sums up the bebefs of the o

tg b0 being
8 I our crm Imiage

Yrdd saak i
ardd =n

My’ boavd B0 saess Al peonls e Qi b s

YU judoe poag
deciared throy

Prophnets and aooeles

In Jagi e Crvigl, (he man of Mazareth, cur crociled and |
fisEr Sadnn, you haws corme 1 S f
and shamd o Gomimon ol
COnquenng sn and cealh IJI
SN MECDNCHNG [he: wor d i WL |

Yowd DeErElion uBon s your Hihy Sipini

ta shara in Chris!'s baptism and eal al his kb,
o join hin i Fes passion and wickony

ANl el We iy

Ble=ssing andg honoe, ghary and povsr be unta you

The Statement of Faith is 8 testimony, not @ test of farth.

e fianaca el s ll ' mll\/\
LS| ] a
T and ARkl | ST
f |..- .ﬁ-..q___:.__;; II| |_. '\-‘_\
b \l A
e andl resoic
e SIRAN VSRS e OTHER SPELIAL
. ' CEREMONIES INCLUDE:
ool
« cordrmation
a1 i e b Emmann Bt 1 141 o (I * marmiage
m ] Chasoh of O W el g TNy III =
i YA LIt s e o el ol ey ey = crdination
w Syed -] I|I Il'q, |III ini

month. These articles are taken from the booklet
“About the United Church of Christ, aguide to more
effective church membership.”

Your Church Council
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—~ W We added to the Juvenile

CHURCH LIBRARY book category in December
MS/ with a set of six volumes in

paperback of the adven-
tures of the Sugar Creek
Gang. These books are rated for ages 8 to 12 and may
possibly appeal more to young men than young la-
dies, but you never know.
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We also added a youth book by Max Lucado for the
5 to 8 age group. This book is sort of a take-off on the
the famous Treasure Island story, but with a Chris-
tian message.

In the adult category, we added a work in the
Couragous series by Francine Rivers. Rivers writes fic-
tion about real people, but researches her subject well
so that it is possible to learn something of the real life
of her characters. In this recent addition she addresses
the characters who stood next to the big names we all
know so well—characters like Aaron, Joshua,
Jonathan, and Barnabus.

All the new books can be found in the library. Check
them out and enjoy.



The Good Bunch

at First Baptist Church, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011, Sylvia Loe, hostess
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Special Music for the Faith Family Christmas Party service

All photos

in this issue
by

Joe Kowalski

The tree surrounded with the presents prepared for
The Faith family potluck luncheon the mission families this year.
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The children visit with Santa
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