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As long
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earth
endures,

seedtime and
harvest ...
summer and
winter ... will
never cease.
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Worship &
Music Committee

Rev. Susan Taylor has left as our minister for finan-
cial reasons. The congregation is financially unable to
continue paying her salary as stated in her contract
and she is financially unable to renegotiate that con-
tract. We are required, as stated in the contract, to
continue paying her through the end of September for
vacation and severance pay.

In August we were blessed by hearing from Ron
Denlinger on two Sundays, from Rev. Dan Busch from
the Northwest Ohio Association on one Sunday, and
from Rev. Clifford Munger the last Sunday in August,
who also administered communion.

Arrangements are being made for upcoming ser-
vices. The Council and the Worship & Music Commit-
tee are working to fill the pulpit regularly during the
next few months while they make decisions about the
pastoral needs of the church.

Our organist, David Harvey, has agreed to continue
filling in for our music needs for the time being. B.J.,
church secretary, will also assist with pulpit fulfillment
and work with the committee to make sure we always
have a speaker.

Mel Barrios, lay minister, will cover the office and
pastoral visitations during this time, as well as serve
as lay reader at services whenever necessary.

Over the next few weeks, you will be meeting new
people in the pulpit. Please welcome all of these visi-
tors with open minds and open hearts.

Please pray for guidance for the committee, the
council and the church that we can bring our congre-
gation, pastoral needs, and music program back to a
healthy condition.

Debra Trail
Chairperson

Worship & Music Committee

s

Please welcome the following
guests:

Sept. 3—
Rev. James Van Brussel

Sept. 10—
Rev. James Van Brussel

Sept. 17—
Rev. Cheri Holdren

Sept. 24 —
Rev. Cheri Holdren

Oct. 1 —
Rev. Will Stuart

World Communion Sunday, celebrated the first
Sunday in October, is one of the most venerable
of “special Sundays.” The day has taken on new
relevancy and depth of meaning in a world where
globalization often has undermined peace and
justice—and in a time when fear divides the
peoples of God’s earth. On this day we celebrate
our oneness in Christ, the Prince of Peace, in the
midst of the world we are called to serve—a world
ever more in need of peacemaking.

October 1, 2006
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One of our library users
recently expressed surprise
at the number of best sell-
ing books included in
our collection.  Her
comment made me re-
alize that I have never
discussed our material
selection policy in the
Library News articles.
Although I believe that
the inclusion of best sellers in our collection indicates
that we are in tune with the reading interests of the
general public, popularity could never be the sole se-
lection criterion. The Mission Statement posted on our
wall states that the library’s purpose is to “support the
mission of Faith Community United Church of Christ,
to undergird the teaching, preaching, and evangelis-
tic efforts and to help individuals develop an under-
standing of the faith and their full potential as chil-
dren of God and workers in God’s kingdom.”   To meet
these goals we have included Bible background and
interpretation, biographies of Bible personalities and
other important figures, information about Christian-
ity and other faiths, devotional literature, worship in-
cluding prayer, inspirational materials, pertinent in-
formation about issues facing the church, and other
useful topics with a Christian slant. Your Library Com-
mittee has added in our selection policy the “provi-
sion of wholesome, quality entertainment in books,
video tapes and CD’s,” so you will find entertaining
fiction and non-fiction, tapes and CD’s on our shelves.
I always consult reviews and frequently have read a
book before adding it.  We always welcome comments
about our policies and try to honor specific requests
as our budget permits.  Please feel free to express your
opinions to any of us.   Members of the committee are
Sally Telljohann, Ruby Burkey, Jo Ann Diefenthaler,
Kate Hillard and your librarian.

Look for the display of Best Sellers in the library,
and see what everyone is reading. A spot check of re-
cent New York Times best seller lists produced 17 titles
in our collection.

Gloria Parker

Library
News

Just a Reminder

Take part in the weekly
worship services by
signing up to serve as
a layreader, provide
refreshments for
coffee hour, or
to provide flowers
for the altar.
Sign up sheets
are on the bulletin
board.

Inez J. Stephenson
1925 - 2006

Inez J. Stephenson, 81, of South Toledo, passed
peacefully away on Saturday, July 8, 2006, in the home
of her daughter and surrounded by family. Inez was a
loving wife and homemaker and a former member of
Westminster Presbyterian Church. She was also a
member of O.E.S. Yondota Chapter #317 and a life-
time member of the Maumee Elks.

Inez was preceded in death by her husband, Will-
iam J. Stephenson, in 1996. Surviving are her son,
Thomas; daughter, Judy (Dave Stuyvaert); sister,
Mildred Smith and sister-in-law, Margaret Fately. Also
surviving are grandchildren, Amy, Sean, Holly (James
Landis) and Lisa; as well as great-grandchildren, Cody,
Caitlyn, Christopher, Conner and Dakota.

Visitation was on Tuesday, July 11 from 2-9 p.m. at
the Walter Funeral Home, 4653 Glendale Ave.
Graveside services were held on Wednesday, July 12
at 11 a.m. at Toledo Memorial Park. Anyone planning
an expression of sympathy are asked to consider con-
tributions to Hospice of Northwest Ohio.

(Reprinted from The Toledo Blade)
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Jacques D. Rietzke — Ship
Builder Extraordinaire
By the Tidings Mystery Writer

DID YOU KNOW that Jacques D. Rietzke, M.S.A., is a ship maker? Well,
he is. He makes wonderful to scale models of many of the famous ships in
history. These ships can take anywhere from nine months to two years to
make.

Jack, as he is known by most of you, started his career of ship building
when he was about 19 years old. It is a love of art and a craft of much
patience.

He first started on radio controlled model boats and airplanes, and later
converted to the Great Ships.

The ships he makes are magnificent and to scale.
The smallest he has ever made was 18 inches and the
smallest scale was 1/64th. Two of his ships can be seen
on the U.S.S. Willis B. Boyer in downtown Toledo.
They are the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald, which was a
Great Lakes ship that went down with its crewmen in
Lake Superior some 30 years ago, and the S.S. David
Dows, which was a five mast schooner built here in
Toledo. The Western Lake Erie Historical Society re-
quested Jack to build these two fabulous ships for the
U.S.S. Willis B. Boyer.

In Jack and Phyllis’s foyer of their home, you will
find the Cutty Sark (known as the Tea Clipper) and
the U.S. Niagara (which fought in the Battle of Lake
Erie of 1812). Phyllis says she is very proud of her
husband’s talent and the ships are beautiful to see.
Everything is done with perfection and even the sails
and rigging he does by hand, cutting, stringing, stain-
ing the woods, and aging the brass to fit the time of
each and every vessel he creates.

These ships come in one great box; Jack says that
some of them, when opened, look like you just received
a lumber yard. The sails are balloon cloth, thread spe-
cially made for the rat lines, bass wood for the ships
body (which he wets in order to shape with a bending

iron), teak wood for the decking, and masts are of pine
(individually shaped and tapered—he changes each to
meet his requirements). All of these are made exactly
like the old ships.

Jack told me [the author] this great story about an
attorney who went into one of the shops here in To-
ledo wanting a ship for his office. He purchased the
one he wanted, went home and decided he could not
do the ship, and took it back to the shop asking the
owner if he knew anyone that could do this ship for
him. The first words out of the owner’s mouth was
Jack’s name. Jack created this ship for the attorney,
and to this day the ship is housed in the attorney’s
office. Jack is one man in approximately six in the Lake
Erie region who creates these wonderful masterpieces.

Over the years Jack has created approximately 50
of these ships of all different types and has been cur-
rently working on the Titanic for about a year and a
half. He hopes to have it done this year.

Congratulations, Jack, for being chosen by the mys-
tery writer, for you are a very talented craftsman and
a special freemason. I hope that at some point in time,
all of you will enjoy this man’s special craft by visiting
the U.S.S. Willis B. Boyer to see them.

(Reprinted from the Masonic Tidings)

Thursday Morning
Bible Study

will begin again
soon.

Watch the weekly
bulletin for

information.

Summer Hours Extended
The Council voted to extend the morning

service at 9:30 a.m. thru the month of Septem-
ber. So, instead of changing to 10:30 a.m.

services, we will continue with the 9:30 a.m.
services thru September.

Roger Reese










